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Welcome to St Paul’s Way Foundation Primary
The University Foundation School in the Heart of East London
St Paul’s Way Foundation School offers your child a unique educational experience. 
Your child will become a member of St Paul’s Way Trust School, judged ‘Outstanding’ by 
Ofsted, and will start a learning journey that we very much hope will take them all the way 
to our ‘Outstanding’ Secondary School and Sixth Form. Perhaps, even later, going on to 
study with one of our University Trust Partners such as Queen Mary University of London, 
University of Warwick or Kings’ College London.

From the age of 4, all of our pupils are encouraged to develop a life long love of learning 
through our creative Early Years and Primary curriculum. Every child benefits from this 
stimulating and innovative curriculum that is designed to develop the six key skills essential 
to becoming a ‘St Paul’s Way Graduate’. 

The graduate skills are:  
Communication, Investigation, Participation, Networking, Scholarship and Vision

As you read this prospectus you will learn more about this innovative curriculum. 

We welcome applications to join our school community from families who wish to work  
in strong partnership with us.

Best wishes,

Clare Mabberley
Headteacher Primary Phase
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Never trust anyone 
who has not brought 

a book with them
Lemony Snicket

Communication
Our children experience a rich  
language environment to develop  
their confidence and skills in  
expressing themselves. 

The ability to communicate effectively is vital for 
everyone in our school community. We believe that an 
accomplished communicator is well placed for lifelong 
learning and personal fulfilment.

We are a deaf friendly school with some students and 
staff using a range of different communication methods, 
including British Sign Language (BSL) and Sign Support 
English, to get their ideas and opinions across.
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Investigation 
Our children have opportunities to 
explore, investigate, question and find 
out about people, places, technology 
and the world around them.

We encourage our learners to be curious about the world 
around them and to be creative, independent thinkers. Indoors 
and outside will be used flexibly so that children can create, 
explore, build and play. 

Our emphasis on investigation encourages all of our children 
to be independent, creative, critical thinkers. We celebrate our 
children’s achievements by holding regular events to which we 
invite parents, family and friends.

I am neither very 
clever nor especially 
gifted – I am only 
very, very curious
Einstein

03



Participation 
Our children form positive  
relationships, have respect for others  
and the skills to be part of groups. 

We always encourage children to try new things  
and broaden their horizons by letting them experience 
and see the possibilities.

A highlight of our school year is the St Paul’s Way 
Summer Festival which last year attracted more  
than 1000 spectators.

Partnership working with parents is central to providing 
the secure foundation that children need to make  
the most of their talents and abilities as they grow up. 

In play, a child is 
always above his 

average age, above 
his daily behaviour; 

in play, it is as though 
he were a head taller 

than himself
Lev Vygotsky
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Networking 
Our children have opportunities to 
become involved in activities within the 
local community, to visit places of interest 
and to develop the skills they need for 
life through real, ‘hands-on’ experiences.

Children are encouraged to learn together and from each other. 
We recognise the importance of having the ability to create 
strong, mutually supportive relationships with those around us. 

The involvement of parents in each child’s learning journey is 
key to developing parental school bonds that will grow and last 
throughout a child’s primary and secondary life with us. 

To have discovered 
a quarter of the 
answer to his own 
question is of more 
value to the child 
than to hear the 
whole answer,  
half-understood, 
from another
Froebel
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The moment  
where you doubt 

whether you can fly, 
you cease for ever 
being able to do it.

Peter Pan

Scholarship 
Our children are motivated, they  
have their own ideas and they enjoy  
achieving what they set out to do.

Our children are supported to become self regulated, 
independent learners who will develop characteristics 
and skills that will sustain and guide them for life to be 
part of our wider learning community.

We ensure that learning is accessible for all children 
and that parents are involved throughout to celebrate 
success. Our children are aware of their own goals,  
they make plans and review their own progress  
and achievements.
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Vision 
Our children are willing to ‘have a 
go’, they enjoy meeting challenges 
and they have lots of ideas.

We have high expectations of all learners and provide 
learning opportunities to maximise potential for all. 

Our vision: St Paul’s Way Trust children are skilful 
communicators, with confidence to participate in 
activities. Through active learning, they engage in 
exploration, investigation and observation, becoming 
independent learners. Our children are motivated to 
take on challenges, have their own ideas and develop 
inspiring visions for their futures. 

An outstanding start to your child’s education.
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To move, to run,  
to find things out  
by new movement, 
to feel one’s life  
in every limb –  
that is the life of 
early childhood
Margaret McMillan



Trust Status
Our Trust status is very important because it has 
enabled us to establish long-term relationships with 
external partners and to involve them in the school’s 
governance and leadership. Our trustees include 
four Universities: Queen Mary, University of London, 
King’s College London, University of Warwick and the 
University of East London. These trustees together with 
The London Borough of Tower Hamlets, NHS, Institute 
of Education, Poplar Harca and Catlin Group Ltd are 
determined to ensure that we remain an excellent place 
of learning. In addition we have two patrons who are 
also key to our success:

Professor John Wass and Professor Brian Cox OBE

You don’t have to be a genius 
and you don’t have to be a 
man. Science is for everyone. 
All you need is to be interested 
and if you’re interested then 
you can do it
Professor Brian Cox
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