
 

  

11th May 2021 

Dear Parent/Carer, 
Re: Year 10 Updates 

I hope that you and your family are well. Please see below key updates for the Year 10 cohort. 

 
GCSE R.E.  
We are pleased to inform you that the majority of Year 10 students have now completed all their GCSE R.E. 
assessments and have finished their studies for the course. We would like to remind you that teachers will not 
be able to provide any feedback on performance in these assessments to either students or parents/carers. 
Results will be shared on August 12th, the national GCSE results day.  

 
Academic Reports  
Please find enclosed a copy of your child’s latest academic report, which details the results of their latest 
assessments that were set at the beginning of the summer term.  Students have received detailed feedback on 
their assessment performance by their subject teachers within lesson time. Please discuss these results and the 
feedback received with your child.  

 
GCSE Course Changes 
With the current COVID-19 pandemic we all find ourselves in unprecedented circumstances. Like other 
organisations across the world, St Paul’s Way Trust School is having to strategically plan and adapt to limit the 
impact of the pandemic and ultimately ensure the continued success of our young people. 

 
During the school closures, we supported families in educating their children at home by providing remote 
learning resources. We do, however, recognise that this was not a replacement for classroom teaching. 
Subsequently, Year 10 pupils face the challenge of having to prepare for the summer 2021 examinations with a 
reduced curriculum time.  

 
Considering this, we have made the decision to reduce the number of ‘options’ subjects from four to three per 
pupil from September 2021. Whilst we understand that some pupils will be disappointed to discontinue a subject 
they enjoy, we believe this is the best course of action to ensure excellent outcomes for your child. The new 
model will support your child’s wellbeing and chances of success over the next year by providing a more 
manageable number of subjects for them to study. This change will also provide an additional 33% curriculum 
time for each of the remaining ‘options’ subjects thereby allowing more scope for improved progress. 

 
Over the course of the next two weeks, we will be reviewing your son/daughter’s current GCSE courses and will 
allocate three ‘options’ subjects for them to continue studying in the next academic year. These selections will 
be based on current assessment data and which we believe will lead to the best GCSE results for your child. Once 
communicated, there will be an option to appeal the decision as to what subject will be discontinued, which will 
then be considered.  

 
Timeline:  

• Now until the end of the summer term: Year 10 students continue to study all of their current subjects  
• 24th May: allocated ‘options’ subjects for the next academic year shared 

• 28th May: deadline for appeals  



 

 

• 11th June: appeals outcomes shared 

• September 2021 - June 2022: Year 10 students study three “options” subjects. 

 
Students will be expected to continue studying all of their subjects, including those which they are going to 
discontinue, to the best of their ability throughout the rest of this academic year. It is essential that students 
maximise all learning opportunities as there are many transferable skills within each subject from which students 
will benefit from developing.  

 
Parents Forum  
The next Year 10 Parents Forum will take place on next Thursday 20th May from 9:30am – 10:30am, during 
which Kathleen Waterhouse (Year 10 Team Leader) and I will be discussing all key updates. The Parents Forum 
will be delivered remotely so please register in advance by following this 
link:  https://forms.gle/ccVHXGCz7LqJdvio6 

 
Careers Education and Guidance  
As students get closer to Year 11 and consider their post-16 options, our Careers Education and Guidance 
Manager has worked closely with a range of organisations to create an impactful and robust programme of 
careers information, advice and guidance. The programme comprises five sessions, which will take place during 
R.E. lessons now that students have finished their exams. Students will be provided with key information to help 
them make informed decisions about their next steps and will also be provided with a personal careers 
handbook. Please encourage your child to make the most out of these sessions and take the opportunity to start 
exploring their options.  

 
Thank you for your continued support.  

 
Yours sincerely,  

 

 

Gwilym Goulson  
Director of Learning KS4  
 

https://forms.gle/ccVHXGCz7LqJdvio6

