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would probably have had difficulties with reading and 

writing. I thought that with the 2021 census being 

imminent the photograph may be of interest to you, 

your staff and your students.  I also attach photos of the 

schoolyard with the gasworks clearly visible which were 

to the north east of the school (below) and showing a 

model of the river Thames depicted on the ground. 

We would like to 

warmly thank                 

Mr Taylor-Woods for 

taking the time to 

share his family 

memories with us. 
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SPWT is  part of the Univers ity Schools Trust  

St Paul’s Way  
Education  Foundation  Trust 

 Making our school...  
“the best place to learn in,  
the best place to work in  

and the best place to partner with” 

The census is a survey that takes place every 10 years 

and gives us a picture of all the people and households 

in England and Wales. The deadline for completion of 

the census was on Sunday 21st March 2021.      

The answers to the census questions help organisations 

make decisions on planning and funding public services 

in every area, including transport, education and 

healthcare.  We were, recently, contacted by   

Mr Woods-Taylor who sent us the following piece: 

In 1911 my grandmother Lillian Louise Oxley was a 

teacher at St Paul’s School Bow. She was photographed 

by a press photographer helping the children to 

complete the 1911 census as many of their parents 

DEAR PARENTS AND CARERS...  

On 8th March, following the latest government guidelines, we were delighted to welcome all our students and staff 

back on site.  I would like to thank you all for your support during this half-term of transition; attendance has been 

exceptional given the challenging circumstances and students are adjusting quickly.  

It is obvious to us all that students and staff are happy to be back and as you can see from this latest newsletter the 

vibrancy and enthusiasm of all, and excellent work of our students, continues.  

Phil Akerman, Executive Headteacher 

CENSUS 1911 TO 2021:  
SPWT - A LOOK BACK THROUGH TIME 

Lilian Oxley helping children at St Paul’s School complete the census, 1911. Pupils being taught about the River Thames in the schoolyard. 

The schoolyard with the gasworks visible behind. 
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LIBRARY 

SORA  
The library team is 

delighted to announce 

that we have acquired a 

selection of over 2,000 

premium eBooks and 

Audiobooks provided by 

SoraApp that can be 

accessed anywhere for all of our Trust School students 

and staff. SoraApp can be accessed either via an App 

which can be downloaded on Apple and Android 

devices (type in ‘SoraApp’ to your app store) or via 

www.soraapp.com. Students can login with their 

school credentials (username including @spwt.net or 

spwtstudent.net) to access SoraApp and they can start 

borrowing straight away! You can watch an overview 

of how to use the SoraApp here:  

https://resources.overdrive.com/sora-overview/ 

 

READING CLOUD 

All students can access Reading Cloud, the online 

library catalogue from home. Reading Cloud is a 

student friendly site that allows students to search for 

a new book, write book reviews, view book 

recommendations, see their previous and current 

loans and when their book is due back to the library, 

as well as the option to reserve a book.  

Students can get their login details by asking Ms Farley 

or Ms Sandra in the library, or by emailing 

library@spwt.net 

 

WORLD BOOK DAY 
We celebrated World Book Day 

on 4th March 2021. We had 

many brilliant entries submitted 

to both the bookmark and the 

classics as comics competition.  

I can now announce that our 

winners are Iqra Alam in Year 9 

and Isaac Scott in Year 8.  

They will each be receiving a 

£10 book voucher and Iqra’s 

wonderful bookmark design 

(pictured right) will be printed 

and given to students to use for 

Group Reader. All students can 

still claim their World Book Day 

£1 book token via the school 

website (https://www.spwt.net/

secondary/world-book-day-2021). With their £1 book 

token, students can purchase one of 12 titles for just 

£1, or they can get £1 off a full-price book. A list of the 

available books can be found using the link above. All 

Key Stage 3 students can claim a free World Book Day 

book by selecting a title on their Library Google 

classroom, these will be offered on a first-come first-

served basis so make your choice now! 

 

Welcoming students back to school has been one of the high points of the year so far.  

Following the success of the Library Google classroom, the library team are excited to be loaning books  

and making recommendations to returning students. 

 

http://www.soraapp.com
https://resources.overdrive.com/sora-overview/
mailto:library@spwt.net
https://www.spwt.net/secondary/world-book-day-2021
https://www.spwt.net/secondary/world-book-day-2021
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LIBRARY 

MISSION TO MARS 

5, 4, 3, 2, 1…lift off! In partnership with the Science 

Department, students have been planning their 

‘Mission to Mars’ through the National Literacy Trust’s 

competition ‘We Wonder: Mission to Mars’ in 

partnership with Turner & Townsend.  

This mission is a creative STEM reading challenge 

which will encourage our students to think about and 

design their own habitat on Mars. Students have 

completed weekly quizzes on space, construction, and 

sustainability, and now they are ready to design their 

Mars habitat! Students will have to think critically and 

research their own Mars habitat that can not only 

sustain human life, but also be eco-friendly.  

Students can collect a design template from the 

library. 

 

BOOK REVIEWS 

Students and staff have been very busy reviewing 

books they have read during lockdown for the school 

website.  

You can see what they have been reading here: 

https://www.spwt.net/secondary/book-reviews.  

Read their reviews to find out more about these 

wonderful books, and see which books they 

recommend too! 

 

 

 

GET CAUGHT READING 
There were many library award winners last term:  

‘Get Caught Reading’: a termly competition to reward 

students for reading. 

‘Above and Beyond Online Library Learner’: for the 

students who were most engaged with the Library 

Google classroom. 

‘Eager Beaver Super Reader’: for the students who 

have read many books!  

Our Spring 1 Winners are: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to all the winners!  
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YEAR 7 CLUBS 
Now we are back in school, our students' wellbeing 

continues to be of utmost importance, and we are 

working to support our students in processing their 

experiences during the pandemic. It has been such a 

positive experience for Year 7 to be back in school 

together; they have settled well, friendships have 

blossomed, PE has become very popular, everyone has 

stories to tell, and some have even grown a few inches! 

As clubs start to re-open we would encourage students 

to take every opportunity to expand their knowledge 

and skills, and as the Covid restrictions lift, the first 

clubs we are able to open are outdoor PE clubs. 

Basketball, Tennis, Football and Netball have all been 

running extra-curricular sessions. Lots of enthusiastic 

students have been coming to school at 8am to 

undertake basketball training with Mr Taffe, Head 

Basketball Coach. 

 

 

SPORT 
Spring 2 saw the end to remote PE lessons and the re-

introduction to live in-person PE. Whilst at home 

students completed various physical tasks, including a 

30-day press-up challenge. The last day of this saw 

students complete 30 press-ups without stopping, 

which is a significant achievement. Other challenges 

also included a mixture of strength, coordination and 

balance tasks which students showed superb effort in 

completing. There was also an opportunity for students 

to set challenges to their peers, which they revelled in. 

 

The return to school has seen extra-curricular sport 

begin immediately. The tennis and basketball 

programmes are back up and running before and after 

school, with students arriving at school from 7:30am to 

have breakfast and play sport. An extensive enrichment 

programme has also been devised to get up and 

running from the first week after Easter, so hopefully 

this brings a huge increase in young people being active 

and improving their health. 

SPORT 
Spring 2 saw the end to remote PE lessons and the re-

introduction to live in-person PE. Whilst at home 

students completed various physical tasks, including a 

30-day press-up challenge. The last day of this saw 

students complete 30 press-ups without stopping, 

which is a significant achievement. Other challenges 

also included a mixture of strength, coordination and 

balance tasks which students showed superb effort in 

completing. There was also an opportunity for students 

to set challenges to their peers, which they revelled in. 

 

The return to school has seen extra-curricular sport 

begin immediately. The tennis and basketball 

programmes are back up and running before and after 

school, with students arriving at school from 7:30am to 

have breakfast and play sport. An extensive enrichment 

programme has also been devised to get up and 

running from the first week after Easter, so hopefully 

this brings a huge increase in young people being active 

and improving their health. 
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POETRY & PROSE 



 

POETRY & PROSE 
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The Year 11 textiles group took part in an exciting 

print workshop delivered by Bob Thomas, a textiles 

practitioner and lecturer from the University of the 

Arts (UAL-CSM) Central Saint Martins. The students 

were shown new ways of creating print work with 

items found at home. They used carved vegetables, 

string and other household items to create a printed 

pattern. They worked with poster paints. The 

informative way limited resources could be used in a 

creative way due to lockdown restrictions enabled 

students to explore textile practices as a way of 

developing a range of experimental ideas. The textiles 

group also listened to a talk from a current BA student 

who gave students an insight into career pathways in 

textiles design and creative industries.  

Tahsin Ahmed 

This term students continued to engage in remote learning and 

 creative activities and to produce wonderful artwork,  

before returning to school the week commencing 8th March.  

Have a look at some examples of their wonderful artwork. 

ART 

Abida Ali 

Abida Khanom  

Taifah Jannath  
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YEAR 11 ART 

UAL CAREER TALK 

Students in Year 11 Art (Option B and C) took part in a 

career talk led by the University of the Arts London 

(UAL) Insights Tutor Berni Yates and a student 

ambassador. The students learned about further 

education and career choices within the art industry. 

They listened to the student ambassador who 

presented her own experience of studying a 

Foundation in Art and ultimately a Fine Art BA at UAL. 

Students were interested in learning about how many 

choices there are within the art industry and some 

expressed interest in pursuing creative careers in 

fashion, architecture and fine art. One of the 

interesting facts they learned is that the art industry is 

the second largest industry after the banking sector. 

‘ORDINARY/EXTRAORDINARY’ PROJECT  

Year 11 Art students 

continue their work on an 

‘Ordinary/ Extraordinary’ 

project, which explores 

portraiture, use and 

symbolism of masks in a 

variety of cultures. Have a 

look at Anisah Hussain’s 

and Sumaiya Ahmed’s 

stunning  cultural mask 

studies. 

Nabiha Alam’s work represents the theme of ‘Persona’.  

She is inspired by her interest in Korean pop music and how artists create stage personalities. 

Anisah Hussain Anisah Hussain Sumaiya Ahmed 
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Year 7 students continue to engage in the ‘Self image’ 

project, where they are learning about portraiture and 

getting familiar with various artists.  They recently 

explored artist Julian Opie and used the Tate Gallery’s 

Tate Kids Online Tate Paint app to create digital art in 

the style of the artist.  To create your own expressive art 

piece go to, www.tate.org.uk/kids/games-quizzes/tate-

paint 

Here are some wonderful examples of their digital 

artwork. 

YEAR 7 ART 
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YEAR 7 ART 
The Year 7 students conclude the ‘Self Image’ project by creating a tonal pencil self portrait with their individually 

designed symbols painted in colour in the background. Below are great examples of symbols designed by students.  

A
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A
lice Jarret  

A
lice Jarret  
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Year 8 students continue exploring the theme of Environment and various rural and urban landscape artists and 

architects. They have recently explored the work of Friedensreich Hundertwasser visual artist and architect. 

Inspired by his art, students designed collage / assemblage using items they could find at home, such as buttons, 

string and pasta.   

YEAR 8 ART 

Khadijah Ali    Nahiyan Noor  

Khadija Chowdhury  Safira Bam  Tanisha Tehzeeb  

Mehreen Amin    Yameen Rahman  
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Kolsuma Zaynab  

Kolsuma Zaynab  

Alice Hall    
Daisy Walker    

Nabilah Islam  
Nabilah Islam  

Omar Khan  Omar Khan  
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YEAR 9 ART 
Year 9 students have been working on the ‘Machines and Movement’ project. Please see below some examples of 

the students’ creative compositions responding to the theme.  

Chloe Eatock- Taylor  

Iqra Alam   

Aniah Ullah  

Myesha Hoque  

Youssouf Jama  

Rashif Kabir  

Tahmid Zaman  

Mehraj Uddin  

Sammi Hoang  
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YEAR 10 ART 
The Year 10 students have been working on a theme ‘Reflections in Nature’. They practiced their watercolour skills 

and  produced lovely paintings, seascapes looking at artists such as Monet, Homer, Van Gogh and Turner. 

Sakinah Iqra Karim  
Fahmida Rahman  

YEAR 10 PHOTOGRAPHY 
Brilliant photography series by Tayieba Anzum, responding to the artist Sara Cwynar. 
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YEAR 12 ART 
Have a look at some excellent work by Year 12 art students.  

Samira Elbahja:  

Has been exploring artists Francis Bacon, Muybridge, William Kentridge and Guy Denning.  

Hanifa Malik:  

has been exploring artists  

Ilaria Margutti, Annette Messager and Angret Soltau. 
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Samira Elbahja 

Installation piece  
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YEAR 12 ART 
Delilah Jamal:  

Has been exploring artists Lynette Yiadom-Boakye and Yinka Shonibare. 

Sameera Alia Hussein:  

Explored own family history and  printmaking techniques inspired by Alison Lambert. 
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YEAR 12 ART: EXCITING NEWS! 
Year 12 has some exciting news...over the last few 

months they have been working hard on their art 

work and exhibitions reviews.  One of the 

online exhibitions they visited was by the 

artist Nalini Malani (pictured right) at 

the Whitechapel Gallery.  

www.whitechapelgallery.org/

exhibitions/ 

nalini-malani-can-you-hear-me 

 

Although she is exhibiting at the 

Gallery she has not been able to 

travel from India to London to see 

her own show because of the 

Coronavirus restrictions. Similarly we 

have not been able to visit the show in 

person but have used the online curated 

talk and video snippets to view the exhibition. 

However, this has not deterred the students from 

exploring her work and  developing personal research 

and creating fabulous animations (as mentioned in 

Newsletter spr1) inspired by Nalini Malani.  Just 

recently their work was sent to the Whitechapel 

gallery and Nalini Malani in India.  

The Whitechapel Gallery said of our students: 

 

“They've made some brilliant animations, and 

we love the spoken word element and the 

background research that students did.” 

 

Nalini Malani  was delighted to see 

their work! She said: 

 

"I am soooo thrilled to see these 

animations and drawings by young 

students from your local schools! 

Delighted that it has had a good 

impact. Would love to know their 

reactions when they visit the show" 

 

As soon as restrictions are lifted we will be 

sure to see the show in person rather than over the 

internet. 

https://www.whitechapelgallery.org/exhibitions/nalini-malani-can-you-hear-me/
https://www.whitechapelgallery.org/exhibitions/nalini-malani-can-you-hear-me/
https://www.whitechapelgallery.org/exhibitions/nalini-malani-can-you-hear-me/


 

MUSIC AND PERFORMING ARTS 
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The second half of the Spring term has seen 

Orchestra, choir & staff choir continuing remotely, 

with the department researching safe & effective 

methods of rehearsing in person when we are all 

safely back in school. You may see us rehearsing in the 

playground afterschool very soon! We welcome our 

students back to in-person instrumental lessons this 

week, and are looking forward to our next set of 

ABRSM results, due at the start of April.  

This set of exam results feels particularly unusual for 

us, since the students have completed the entirety of 

the work for them remotely, recording their pieces 

and sending them off to be remotely assessed. We 

wish them all the success they deserve.  

We also restart our full in-person enrichment offer 

after the Easter break, with three exciting additions to 

the already busy schedule: 



The Student Council would like to start by extending 

their warmest welcome back to school. We recognise 

that the reopening of schools comes with mixed 

feelings, some excited and some anxious.  

 

The School Council has worked with the school’s 

leadership team in ensuring students are supported 

with the return to school through creating 

opportunities for students to access wellbeing activities 

such as mindfulness sessions during tutor time as well 

as time for reconnecting with their peers.  

 

The Student Council acknowledges that students across 

Year 11 and Year 13 are facing a challenging time with 

upcoming assessments and on behalf of the student 

body we wish you the very best of luck. 

 

In the words of Malala Yousafzai: 

 

 “Let us make 

our future  

now,  

and let us 

make our 

dreams 

tomorrow’s 

reality.”  

 

 

It has been a challenging year for many of us, but we 

must persevere and have hope.  
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MATHS 
SENIOR UKMT CHALLENGE 

Ten students across Year 12 and Year 

13 took part in the Senior 

Mathematical Challenge (Senior 

UKMT), which is a ninety minute, 

multiple-choice competition. Students 

are awarded with Gold, Silver, Bronze and Participation 

Certificates. The competition is a great way to 

encourage and develop mathematical fluency, problem 

solving and critical thinking skills. The questions are 

designed to make students think outside the box whilst 

making them accessible but challenging. Syed Ishaque 

in Year 12 achieved a ‘Silver’ award, Hasanuz Zaman, 

Tariq Aziz, Maryam Jolil, Kaiser Hussain and Shafi 

Hassan all achieved a Bronze Certificate. Mamunur 

Rashid in Year 13 achieved a Gold Certificate and has 

been invited to compete in the Senior Kangaroo 

Challenge. Warmest congratulations to all the students 

who have taken part. “Participating in this competition 

really took me out of my comfort zone as it challenged 

me to solve complex mathematical concepts under 

time constraints. It was a great platform to share with 

like-minded students and further enthused our passion 

for mathematics.” – Tariq Aziz Year 12. 

 

INTERMEDIATE  
UKMT CHALLENGE 

 

A number of Year 11 students have taken part in the 

Intermediate Mathematical Challenge, where they 

were competing with students across the UK in a 60 

minute, multiple choice paper. This competition 

provided students an opportunity to explore their 

interests outside of the classroom. Congratulations to 

Ruhan Mannan who achieved a Gold certificate, and 

has been invited on to the next round and will be 

competing in the Pink Kangaroo Challenge! Many 

congratulations to Zaid Ahmed, Ayman Manjur, 

Nabeela Al-Habib, Abu Khan, Eesa Yousuf and Eshafaq 

Shikdar who achieved a Bronze Certificate.  

SCHOOL  
COUNCIL 



POSITIVE POSTCARDS 

 

 

 

Each Half Term a student is recognised by their Year 

Team Leader for their exceptional contribution to the 

school. ‘YTL Award’.  In addition, the Director of 

Learning responsible for each Key stage will recognise a 

student in each year group who has gone ‘Above and 

Beyond’ expectations. ‘DOL Award’ 

Here are the winners this half term: 
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‘ABOVE AND BEYOND’ 

Congratulations to students in all year groups, who 

have been recognised by the school community for 

going ‘Above and Beyond’ this Half Term. We are very 

proud that despite the challenging circumstances and 

the transition back to the school site, vast numbers of 

students have engaged positively with online school 

work,  extra-curricular opportunities and their face to 

face lessons back in school. 

At St Paul’s Way Trust School we are committed to 

acknowledging and celebrating students who regularly 

go ‘Above and Beyond’ our expectations.  

Staff at SPWTS have awarded 2581 positive postcards 

so far this academic year and recognised 28 students as 

Student of the Week for going ‘above and beyond’ 

expectations this half-term.  We are looking forward to 

celebrating student success in year group achievement 

assemblies in the last week of term. 

REWARDS 

Y07 Y08 Y09 Y10 Y11 Y12 Y13 Total 

551 503 648 464 282 81 52 2581 

 

Year 7  
YTL Award:  

Shyanne Leon  
For working hard in school 

during lockdown, especially in 

Art, making great progress, 

making new friends, and 

working well with staff members 

in school. Keep up the  

excellent work.  

 
Year 7  

DOL Award:  
Lizzy Eatock-Taylor 

For continued all-round 

excellence, presence and 

engagement in the online 

classrooms, consistently working 

to a high standard, including top 

marks in her most recent science 

assessment.  

 

Year 8  
YTL Award:  
Alice Hall 

Alice has consistently shown 

excellence in her approach and 

commitment to her school work 

with special mention coming from 

the Art department for her 

creativity whilst working remotely 

and since her return  

to school. 

 

Year 8  
DOL Award:  

Nabilah Islam 

Nabilah has demonstrated a flare, 

dedication and creativity in her Art 

lessons this half term which has been 

highlighted by the faculty staff.  

Nabilah has worked hard, completing 

all her remote lesson activities and 

created wonderful and skilful 

artwork. 
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REWARDS 

 

Year 11  
YTL Award:  

Mohammad Coulibaly 
Mohammed showed a brilliant attitude to 

work during remote and live lessons. He 

showed fantastic participation by making 

excellent contributions to lessons which 

was accompanied by producing great 

written work. He has made excellent 

progress throughout his time in Year 11 

and is a polite and valued member of the 

school community. 

 
Year 11  

DOL Award:  
Yaqoob Rahman 

Yaqoob has made transformational 
improvements in his attitude 

towards learning throughout the last 
two years. He has demonstrated 

high levels of resilience and 
commitment during this time, and is 

now well placed to succeed in his  
GCSEs. 

 
Year 9  

YTL Award:  
Sulaeman Rehan 

Consistently having a 
positive attitude to 

learning and for always 
being polite to his peers 

and staff. 

 
Year 9  

DOL Award:  
Qorsho Hussein 

For excellent progress in her 
learning, positive 

engagement with her remote 
learning and for being an 

exemplary student within the 
Year 9 cohort. 

 
Year 10  

YTL Award:  
Shafiul Hussain 

Shafiul has had a fantastic start to 
the term. Shafiul has made 

dramatic improvements in all 
aspects of school. Most noticeably 

his attendance and attitude to 
learning have dramatically 

improved.  
Well done Shafiul. 

 

Year 10  
DOL Award:  
Aisha Abdi 

Aisha is an outstanding student.  
She is consistently polite, well-
mannered and hard working.  

Aisha worked exceptionally hard 
during remote learning and has 

produced high quality work across 
all subjects. Aisha is a pleasure to 

have in year 10. 

 Well done to all 
students who have 
gone ‘Above and 

Beyond’.  
We look forward to 

celebrating more 
student success next 

term. 
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SCHOOL PARTNERSHIPS 

UCL BARTLETT  
SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE 
 

On the 23rd March a group of sixteen Year 7 students 

took part in their second workshop with the UCL 

Bartlett school of Architecture and architects MATT + 

FIONA. 

The project will be split over three workshops and a 

two-day build whereby the students involved will build 

a structure here inside St Pauls Way! The students have 

chosen to build in the library space. 

In the virtual workshop, students explored the 

question: ‘How can we enclose and create a space with 

structure?’ They then learnt about different types of 

frame structures and how these can differ to create 

different atmospheres. 

They then began to make models from paper and 

recycled materials. These models will eventually be 

realised in the Summer term when we begin the two-

day build in the library space. 

We are looking forward to our next workshop and 

seeing what the students come up with for their 

design. 

J.P. MORGAN  
WORK EXPERIENCE 

 

Two Year 10 students, Shifat Mattbar and Amaan 

Ahmed, who took part in last year’s Schools Challenge, 

have been successful in securing a work experience 

opportunity with J.P. Morgan. 

 

The application process involved writing a 4000-

character statement of why they want to do the work 

experience and completing a video interview about the 

skills they have! 

 

The J.P. Morgan Work Experience will run for one week 

in July 2021, where Shifat and Amaan will experience 

what it is like to work in a cutting-edge technology and 

operations centre at a global financial services firm 

through immersion in their culture of innovation and 

excellence. They will gain direct exposure to the firm 

and hone their skills during a weeklong program that is 

structured to help them continue to grow and develop. 

 

We are extremely proud of them for making it this far 

and we are looking forward to hearing all about their 

fantastic summer experience. 
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RESEARCHERS IN SCHOOL 
(RiS): UNIVERSITY 

PATHWAY PROGRAMME 
 

This term, we have 

been busy 

coordinating the 

University Pathway 

Programme for its 

launch next term. The 

University Pathway 

Programme is a 

unique project 

delivered by The 

‘Brilliant Club’, a 

charity dedicated to 

widening access to highly selective universities in the 

United Kingdom. 

The programme is delivered via teachers from 

academic backgrounds, in our case Dr Gallagher,  who 

is involved in the “Researchers in Schools” (RiS) 

programme. RiS teachers offer a bespoke 7-week 

course based on their academic expertise area to six 

high achieving students, who will have the unique 

opportunity to experience content far beyond the 

national curriculum's realms. This is a wonderful  

opportunity to broaden our young people’s horizons 

and give them a real taste of academia.  

We are delighted to announce that the six outstanding 

Year 9 students below have been selected to 

participate in the University Pathways programme: 

Sahla Chowdhury 

Nibras Bin Nur 

Chloe Eatock-Taylor 

Samira Hussain 

Tahiya Murshed  

Mariana Jannah Syeda 

This year’s programme will focus on the Big Bang 

theory, which will lead our SPWT students through the 

story of the birth of the universe, all the way up to the 

discovery that won the 2011 Nobel Prize in physics. 

We look forward to sharing their work in future 

newsletters to come! 

‘LET'S FLY CHALLENGE’ 

As part of national apprenticeship week, Rolls-Royce 

hosted the #LetFlyChallenge, which we were able to 

share with our students. 

Although many students were grounded due to 

lockdown, they had the opportunity to design, build or 

fold their aeroplane at home. Many students were 

keen to take on the challenge and designed innovative 

aeroplanes posted on the SPWT Twitter page for us all 

to see!  

Rolls-Royce has not announced the winner yet, but 

fingers crossed, it's one of our inventive students! 

SCHOOL PARTNERSHIPS 
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STEM: COVID-19 CLUB! 
 

Ms Hussain has been recording short and fun STEM 

activities with products students can find in their 

kitchen cupboard! We have been posting this in the 

COVID-19 Club and have called this series 'EUREKA!'. 

Students had the opportunity to explore the diffusion 

of dyes in skittles and the hydrophobic properties of 

hot chocolate! Here is the work of some students  

PATHWAYS TO SUCCESS:  
FURTHER AND HIGHER 

EDUCATION HIGHLIGHTS 
SPWT ALUMNI 

A message from former student, Laibib Khan, 

 who achieved 4 A* at A level in August 2020  

and is currently studying medicine at   

Sidney Sussex College, University of Cambridge. 

For the many challenges I faced on my journey to 

university, I found that being determined and having a 

clear goal was essential in overcoming those 

challenges. For example, in many of my experiences I 

did not always succeed; there were times when things 

didn't go as expected. However, I believe that in these 

instances, those that choose to learn from their failures 

and keep moving forward will meet or surpass their 

own goals and expectations. There will be times when 

things become very difficult or stressful, whether that 

be due to exams, interviews, or your personal life. 

What kept me going in these times was seeking the 

support of my friends and peers. The people around 

you are going through similar experiences, so it makes 

sense to help each other, which will improve your own 

wellbeing, help you progress much faster and support 

others to do the same. Even at university, I adjusted to 

the new environment and the new standard of learning 

by facing challenges together with other students. 

Furthermore, it is crucial to adapt your learning and 

goals around yourself because every individual is 

different, with different aspirations. Many of the 

common methodologies or paths did not appeal or 

work for me. Therefore, experiment and find what 

makes you interested and passionate as not only will 

you work harder to reach your goals; you will also enjoy 

yourself.    

Sahra Mohamed, Year 7  

Hot chocolate before - wet  Hot chocolate before - dry  

Aleena Ali, Year 7  

Skittles 

Ajam Mahfuz 

Skittles 
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STAFF FOCUS 
BOOK CLUB 

The SPWTS staff book club held its first meeting on 

Monday 8th February to discuss Matt Haig's The 

Midnight Library. All staff members had an opportunity 

to share their views on the text and it made for an 

interesting and engaging discussion. This was followed 

up with a book review for the school website.  

The SPWTS staff book club again met on 15th March to 

analyse Wide Sargasso Sea by Jean Rhys. This is in line 

with International Women's Day. 

 

NATRE EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE 

We are delighted to announce that Mr Hussain has 

been appointed to the NATRE executive committee in 

recognition of his outstanding contribution to RE 

education.  

“I have been a member of the NATRE Executive 

Committee since 2018, serving the national RE 

community in various ways. It has been instrumental to 

my development as a RE teacher and leader since it has 

allowed me to learn from some of the best and most 

influential RE leaders in the country. During my time I 

have had the honour of representing the RE teaching 

community to various stakeholders, organisations, the 

media and fellow RE professionals. Through serving on 

the NATRE Executive, I have also had the opportunity to 

speak at several RE conferences, write publications and 

provide CPD to RE teachers/departments.  

My appointment to the NATRE Steering Group will 

allow me to be part of the leadership 

team of NATRE and to drive its 

vision of ensuring every 

student in the UK gets high 

quality RE.” 

SPWT extends its 

warmest congratulations 

to our colleague - 

incredibly well deserved 

recognition! 

EASTER FOOD PARCEL 
COLLECTION -  

SUPPORTING OUR 
COMMUNITY 

 

SPWT is working with the London Borough of Tower 

Hamlets to ensure that our students and the families in 

our community who may be at risk of difficulties are 

supported. 

Tower Hamlets local authority have launched a drive to 

prevent food poverty in our community by offering 

families food parcels during the Easter Holiday, this is in 

addition to the Free School Meals vouchers. Earlier this 

month, we reached out to families, informing them of 

how they can sign up to this service. We have had over 

300 responses and are putting in place measures for 

families to collect these parcels in accordance with 

social distancing measures. 

Families who have opted for this provision will be 

informed when they collect their food parcels. The 

collections will be arranged for the first week of the 

Easter Holidays, and the wider school staff will be 

supporting the collection and distribution. Photos will 

be shared in our next newsletter. 

Mr Hussain, Subject Leader,  
Religious Education and 10L Form Tutor 

 



History of the Balloon 

The Aztecs (1300 to 1521) made sculptures from 

inflated cat intestines to present to their Gods as a 

sacrifice. Italian polymath Galileo (1564-1642) used 

an inflated pig’s bladder during an experiment to 

measure the weight of air. There is also a reference 

to making a balloon out of whale intestine in the 

classic novel Moby-Dick by Herman Melville (1851). 

 

In the 18th century, the French Montgolfier brothers 

discovered that paper bag filled with air, rise; further 

research on suitable materials led to the first free 

flight in 1783 carrying a human in a hot air balloon 

made of paper and silk. 

 

The rubber balloon was invented in 1824 by 

Professor Michael Faraday (mainly known for his 

contributions to the understanding of 

electromagnetism) by simply pressing two sheets of  

 

rubber together to seal them and covering the inside 

in flour to avoid them sticking together; Faraday used 

the balloons for his experiments using hydrogen gas. 

 

In 1931, Neil Tillotson invented the first latex balloon 

and latex glove. After losing his job as a researcher 

during the Great Depression in the United States, 

Tillotson, who did not have any qualification but had 

excellent problem solving abilities, thought he could 

use liquid latex to create products without using 

heavy machinery. 

 

The 1970s show the appearance of foil balloons 

mainly made of nylon and covered in a thin layer of 

aluminum. These balloons are extremely airtight and 

keep their shape better than latex balloons; they 

usually contain helium gas, which became available 

as home kits in the 1980s. 

Balloons - do not let them fly away!      

As I sit at my dining table - renamed as “desk” ever 

since working from home came into place - an 

orange balloon appears through my window, 

transported by a gentle breeze; it stays there for a 

few seconds and then disappears, the ribbon 

attached to it waving goodbye at me. 

Across the road, there is a little girl jumping around 

her garden with excitement - she loves balloons. 

Special occasion or not, balloons often decorate her 

family’s garden before being released for their last 

adventure. I would not want to spoil her fun but I 

wonder if, one day, she will reflect on those happy 

moments and regret ever releasing the balloons as 

they can have some devastating effects on wildlife. 
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SCIENCE IN OUR EVERYDAY LIFE  
BY SANDRINE BOUCHELKIA,  

SENIOR SCIENCE TECHNICIAN  

Where does natural latex come from? 

Natural latex comes from a plant 

that originated from the Amazon 

but it is now available in South 

East Asia. It is harvested from 

the trees by slitting the bark and 

allowing the milky latex to seep out 

for collection. Latex is a substance 

created by the plant as protection 

against insects and is a mixture 

of proteins, alkaloids, starches, 

sugars, oils, tannins, resins, and 

gums that coagulates when 

exposed to the air. 
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Further information: 

➔ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_asrhvc4dPg       

 ‘Balloons and releases’- nabas, the balloons and 

party professionals association  

 

➔ https://nabas.co.uk/about-us/balloons-and-

releases/ 

 ‘Balloon releases’ - RSPCA 

 

➔ https://littlebinsforlittlehands.com/geometric-

bubble-stem-activity/ 

 ‘Geometric bubble activity’ - Little Bins for Little 

Hands 

 

➔ https://www.rspca.org.uk/

documents/1494935/9042554/

Balloon+releases+%28V1.1%29+-

+2018.pdf/0164dbbf-0834-a45f-4a40-

fed60f14e790?

t=1553171466542&download=true 

 ‘We discovered helium 150years ago. Are we 

running out?’- National Geographic 

 

➔ https://www.nationalgeographic.com/science/

article/news-helium-mri-superconducting-

markets-reserve-technology 

The Environmental Impact of Balloons 

When a balloon is released in the atmosphere, it can 

float to a height of about 3 kilometers before 

becoming brittle and then shattering into very small 

pieces that fall back to earth and can easily be 

ingested by marine and terrestrial animals, which 

may lead to their death. Even balloons labelled as 

“biodegradable” still need to be considered 

hazardous for animals as they will need several 

weeks to degrade. 

   

Alternatives 

Some charitable organisations have 

launched virtual balloon races and 

the progress of each balloon can be 

tracked on Google Maps. 

Make bubbles. You can explore making 

different shapes of bubbles. This is a fun outdoor 

activity- great for birthday parties!  

 

Helium 

Helium balloons are very attractive because they 

float due to helium being less dense than air (if you 

consider the same volume of helium and air, helium 

weighs less than air). Helium is a non-renewable 

resource of energy; it is the product of the 

radioactive decay of elements deep inside our planet. 

Because it is very light, a very small amount of helium 

is released in the air. Most of our helium is actually a 

by-product from the natural gas industry as rock 

formations that trap hydrocarbons will also stop 

helium from escaping; producing helium is quite an 

expensive process. From the technology industry to 

space and MRIs in hospitals, helium has many uses 

unreplaceable by other gases; 

laboratories have started to recycle 

helium and, because we only have a 

small supply of helium, we should 

not waste it for non-essential use. 

 

What can I do? 

You can still enjoy the magic of balloons but try to 

use biodegradable air filled balloons and do not 

release them outside. Balloon sculptures are 

becoming very popular especially if they contain a 

raffle ticket; just (safely) pop the balloons at the end 

of your event and let your guest discover if they have 

won a prize- do not forget to collect the deflated 

balloons and dispose securely.  

Picture credits: Rubber trees image, freepik.com; Bubbles image, Vita Marija Murenaite, unsplash.com; Balloons image, Ankush Mind 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_asrhvc4dPg
https://nabas.co.uk/about-us/balloons-and-releases/
https://nabas.co.uk/about-us/balloons-and-releases/
https://littlebinsforlittlehands.com/geometric-bubble-stem-activity/
https://littlebinsforlittlehands.com/geometric-bubble-stem-activity/
https://www.rspca.org.uk/documents/1494935/9042554/Balloon+releases+%28V1.1%29+-+2018.pdf/0164dbbf-0834-a45f-4a40-fed60f14e790?t=1553171466542&download=true
https://www.rspca.org.uk/documents/1494935/9042554/Balloon+releases+%28V1.1%29+-+2018.pdf/0164dbbf-0834-a45f-4a40-fed60f14e790?t=1553171466542&download=true
https://www.rspca.org.uk/documents/1494935/9042554/Balloon+releases+%28V1.1%29+-+2018.pdf/0164dbbf-0834-a45f-4a40-fed60f14e790?t=1553171466542&download=true
https://www.rspca.org.uk/documents/1494935/9042554/Balloon+releases+%28V1.1%29+-+2018.pdf/0164dbbf-0834-a45f-4a40-fed60f14e790?t=1553171466542&download=true
https://www.rspca.org.uk/documents/1494935/9042554/Balloon+releases+%28V1.1%29+-+2018.pdf/0164dbbf-0834-a45f-4a40-fed60f14e790?t=1553171466542&download=true
https://www.rspca.org.uk/documents/1494935/9042554/Balloon+releases+%28V1.1%29+-+2018.pdf/0164dbbf-0834-a45f-4a40-fed60f14e790?t=1553171466542&download=true
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/science/article/news-helium-mri-superconducting-markets-reserve-technology
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/science/article/news-helium-mri-superconducting-markets-reserve-technology
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/science/article/news-helium-mri-superconducting-markets-reserve-technology
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MASS TESTING AT SPWT BY  
IMELDA TRACY, STUDENT WELFARE COORDINATOR 

Following the long awaited return of students and staff on 

the 8th March, we successfully upscaled and expanded our 

COVID-19 Testing Programme at school. It has indeed been 

a complex operation involving much preparation and time. 

We have relocated from the Drama Studio to the 

Sports Hall and staff have been fantastic in setting 

all this up. 

Students have been getting tested regularly at 

school, with consent from parents. As per 

Government advice we have been carrying 

out the tests and staff have been sent 

home with tests twice per week. We will 

shortly be providing students with test kits 

for home; you will be receiving further 

information on this in due course.  We 

have been impressed by the maturity and 

behavior of students when getting their 

tests done.  The link below shows how 

the test is carried out, so please use the 

video when supporting students at home 

when completing their tests. 

https://youtube.com/watch?

v=S9XR8RZxKNo&feature=share 

 

We would like to thank parents that have 

consented to the testing. By carrying out this 

testing we can, hopefully, stamp out the virus 

and detect cases early to prevent further 

transmission. This in turn also prevents the need for 

further stricter restrictions and thereby will help us 

return to our normal daily lives. Tests are carried out only 

for asymptomatic  students (with no symptoms). 

As a reminder, If you or any family member has symptoms, 

you must not come to school. Please inform the school 

immediately and arrange to get a PCR test. Your household 

should follow the Government Guidance and isolate for ten 

days depending on the result. (Please follow the 

guidance on actions for households and individuals 

with symptoms on the schools website. 

We would like to take this opportunity to 

remind everyone about the importance of 

wearing masks, social distancing and hand 

hygiene (washing and sanitising hands). 

Together we can all make a significant 

difference that will help us return to the 

way things were. If you see someone not 

wearing their mask over their mouth and 

nose, politely remind them to do so. 

Exemption cards are available from the 

Medical Room but will be strictly issued 

only for students/staff that have severe 

Asthma or other breathing difficulties. 

It has been lovely to see how happy staff 

and students have been on their return to 

school. There seems to be a great spirit 

amongst everyone. Let’s keep going, keep 

testing, in order to continue providing a 

secure, safe environment for all. We are very 

hopeful that we can beat this virus by all us 

working together and most importantly staying 

safe.  

Our gratitude to all staff involved in the testing 

programme at school. You have been and continue to be 

amazing! 

https://youtube.com/watch?v=S9XR8RZxKNo&feature=share
https://youtube.com/watch?v=S9XR8RZxKNo&feature=share
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CATERING AT SPWT -  
OLIVE DINING 

We would like to warmly welcome our new catering providers, Olive 

Dining, to SPWT.  

They will be on site after the Easter break working alongside Ayse 

and her wonderful team. Although the summer term will continue 

to see a service aligned to the Covid restrictions, you may be 

interested in the new breakfast menu available in Summer 1! Full 

menus to be available in September 2021.  

 

Please note, all meals are Halal. 
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SPWT is  part of the Univers ity Schools Trust  
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Education  Foundation  Trust 


